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PAD-CO (Parents of Adults with Disability in COlorado) supports transparency for all organizations receiving public funds. 
PAD-CO has a special interest in assuring transparency for quasi-governmental (an entity that is treated by laws and regulations to be under the guidance of the government, but also separate and autonomous from the government), Colorado statutorily authorized agencies that function as non-profits, that are supported by federal, state, county, city and/or any other public funding, including, but not limited to, the Community Centered Boards in Colorado.  We believe that these agencies have a fiduciary duty of transparency to: 

· taxpayers who supply the funds for these organizations,  
· legislators and policy makers.  
· the general public,  
· and the individuals and families who benefit from these services. 
The quasi-governmental agencies to who transparency specifically applies include those that are Colorado statutorily authorized and who receive more than 10% of their total annual operating budget from public funds (including 501c3’s). 
We provide the following definition and examples to assist in clarifying what we mean by “transparency.” 

What is transparency? 

In addition to any other mandated transparency, transparency means that a Colorado statutorily authorized quasi-governmental agency conducts their business in a very publicly open way. The only items of confidentiality should be those required by law. All information must be easily and readily available to whoever has an interest.  Information must be available and published in both electronic and traditional mediums including but not limited to web sites and issuing reports.  Additionally, a response to a request must be timely and complete 

Examples of transparency include (If the Colorado statutorily authorized quasi-governmental agency has online web site capability, the agency must use web posting of the following): 

Financial information   
· For a Colorado statutorily authorized quasi-governmental agency receiving more than 20% of their funding as public funding, the “checkbook” of the organization needs to be online, searchable and current.  Appropriate privacy would be afforded by compliance with CRS 24-72 
· Online and/or other types of postings of monthly financial statements (Balance Sheet and Income statement)  
· Online and/or other availability of the annual financial statement and audit.
· Annual and/or fiscal year end reports of the use of all public funds (federal, state, city, county, special district, other) with detail as to specifically where the funds went, how many and who was impacted.] 
· There should be a process where the public and interested persons can choose to be informed of new information posted on web sites and/or otherwise available for review (such as an email list). 
Other information 
· Minutes of Board and other meetings regularly posted and/or otherwise available. 
· By-laws and/or other related information readily available upon request 
· Public posting of terms and tenure, including breaks in tenure, of Board members 
· A public directory of employees, their positions, telephone number and emails. 

Additional aspects of transparency: 
· Easy access to Board members via email and/or USPS. 
· All evaluations of agency programs to be done by a totally independent outside organization 
· All Colorado statutorily authorized quasi-governmental agencies spending public dollars should be subject to the Colorado Open Records Act.
For an example of one city in Colorado implementing many aspects of transparency, see:  http://greeleygov.com/Finance/Reports.aspx
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